Wisdom and Destiny

first feeling of dismay over; for in our
heart we plead that she must have reasons
we cannot fathom, that there must be laws
we cannot divine. The gloom of the
world would crush us were we to dissociate
morality from fate. To doubt the exist-
ence of this high, protecting justice and
virtue, would seem to us to be denying
the existence of all justice and of all virtue.
We are no longer able to accept the
narrow morality of positive religion, which
entices with reward and threatens with
punishment; and yet we are apt to forget
that, were fate possessed of the most
rudimentary sense of justice, our concep-
tion of a lofty, disinterested morality
would fade into thin air. What merit
in being just ourselves if we be not con-
vinced of the absolute injustice of fate ?
We no longer believe in the ideals once
held by saints, and we are confident that

a wise God will hold of as little account
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